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•Emerged France 2010, 

worldwide spread

•March 2020 emerged 
USA/Mexico in domestic 

& wild rabbits--quickly 

spread through 

southwest USA

CURRENT GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION RHDV2 IN THE USA 



RHDV2 SIGNS

Dead black-tailed jackrabbit, Palm 
Springs CA (ECORP) - 1st confirmed 
case, California, USA

INDIVIDUAL ANIMALS 

• Often found dead in good body condition
• Disease is acute – kills within a few days due to internal 

bleeding, organ failure and liver cell death
• Fresh or  dried blood may be present nose, eyes, rectum, 

mouth but no obvious trauma

• If alive
• Down, disoriented, neurologic (seizures, abnormal body 

position, incoordination)
• Breathing hard, bloody or foamy nasal discharge

RECOGNIZING OUTBREAKS

• Multiple dead rabbits found in an area in good 
body condition within a short time more likely to 
be RHDV2



Why is RHDV2 a concern?  

1) Many rabbit and hare populations already 
thought to be in decline & some endangered
• David Brown et al – declining trend based on hunt 

data in western USA (Western Wildlife 2018)

• Climate change concerns and habitat 
alterations ex – white tailed jackrabbits, pygmy 
rabbits, snowshoe hares

2) Highly contagious, persistent in environment, 
affects multiple species & young individuals 

3) Possible impacts to predators reliant on   
lagomorph prey
• Reduced reproduction Spanish Imperial eagle & 

Iberian lynx after virus impacted prey. 

4) Negative and economic impact for small   
game hunting and falconry

Reuben Maness, Oakland Zoo



CDFW’S RHDV2 ACTIONS 

1) EDUCATION AND AWARENESS 
• Website, answer every public rabbit report, media

2) TRACKING DISEASE SPREAD
• Rabbit mortality web-based reporting

• Continued testing – new counties & new species 
highest priority, but retesting if reports increase to 
examine long term persistence

3) ENDANGERED SPECIES PROTECTION
• Multi-partner effort to protect endangered riparian 

brush rabbits in CA Central Valley

4) SCIENCE TO ADVANCE KNOWLEDGE
• Validated new testing methods, tracking virus 

evolution, impact of conservation actions 



Tracking RHDV2 in California 

•May 2020: 1st case in Palm Springs, CA

•CDFW “Rabbit Tracker”  
• 1,248 reports through 13 March 2026

• 325 Carcasses tested; 97 detections

• 25 counties infected (wild); 27 w/ domestics 

•Infection confirmed in 3 native species 

Wild 
Lagomorphs



Wild Lagomorph Mortality Patterns in CA: 2020-Mar 2026

April 2024 cases resurge 
southern California

1st case

Most reports after 2020 from April-June (Spring-
early summer)

2022-2033 very few reports with increase in 2024, 
and decrease again in 2025

Continued frequent reports & detections in 
southern California – hyperendemic? ;  sporadic 
elsewhere



RECENT RHDV2 DETECTIONS IN LAST 6 MONTHS 
• FEB/MARCH 2026: SJRNWR, Stanislaus Co. 

(RBR-endangered)

• AREAS OF RECENT MORTALITY MARCH 2026 
(NOT CONFIRMED): 

• Mojave Desert near CA/NV border – 
multiple reports dead rabbits in past 
week (San Bernardino Co) – north of 
previous reports 

• Specimens being tested from 
Monterey Co (western brush rabbit) 
and El Dorado Co* (BT jackrabbit) 

• AREAS OF INTEREST: 

• Entire north state (CDFW Region 1)

• Higher elevations 
Free use: unsplash.com



HOW FALCONERS CAN HELP

CASE DETECTION ***

• Please report any mortality events of > 2 rabbits

• Complete mortality report form or call – these are checked every weekday

• Wildlife Mortality Reporting

• 916-358-2790

AVOID HUNTING WITH BIRDS IN ACTIVE 

OUTBREAK AREAS OR IF DEAD RABBITS 

ARE BEING OBSERVED

• Near real time information sharing 

thegraphicsfairy.com



HOW FALCONERS CAN HELP

BIOSECURITY BEST PRACTICES TO REDUCE 
SPREAD

• Wear disposable gloves when handling 
carcasses*

• Place remains in clean bag, sanitize then 
dispose in trash,  or bury on site
• Can weight to clean carcasses until home 

• Cook rabbits to internal temperature of 

   165°F (74°C)* 

• Sanitize tools, equipment, and 

   other items used to hunt/clean 

   rabbits before/after contact

* Also prevents tularemia transmission



DOMESTIC RABBIT CHANGES – WE'RE NOT ALONE

CDFA - AHFSS - AHB - Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease RHD - Rabbit.org



RHDV2 IS LIKELY HERE TO STAY

• Long term impacts unclear for 
California’s rabbits
• May be another stressor and limit size 

of some populations

• Endangered species threat

• A lot to learn about factors related to 
outbreaks like droughts

• Efforts focus on limiting human-
mediated disease spread & 
conservation actions that 
conserve or enhance habitats for 
lagomorph populations



Thank You

Deana Clifford – Deana.Clifford@wildlife.ca.gov
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